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It’s not news that Illinois
is behind on its bills.
The scariest point for us
was last Thanksgiving,
when we knew we didn’t

have enough cash or

room on our line of

credit to make the
Christmas payroll. We
were able to get on the
list for expedited
payments, which
speeded things up a little.
Even so, you can’t pay
anyone with IOUs. This
has hurt SU as badly as

the funding cuts. We

have to go without many

things and have lower
staffing ratios than we’d
like. In October our

receivables from the

state were over $450,000.
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Update on the New Home

We find it very strange to be
getting ARRA funds to build a
new group home at the same
time funding for services is
That said, it has
long been a goal of SU to

being cut.

downsize Knox Estates to 8
people so that everyone can
have their own room. Also,
the funding stream for the
services will change to a more
flexible one which will be good

for residents and SU as well.

Our Garden Endeavor

We planted a garden out back of
the building for the first time
ever. ‘Things went very well.
We grew tomatoes, different
types of  peppers, herbs,
broccoli, green beans, cabbage,

eggplant

and zucchini. We got a lot of

cucumbers, carrots,

help later in the summer from

farmer’s market coordinator

Currently we’re working with
IFF  (formerly the Illinois
Facilities Fund), who will own
the property and hire the
architect and contractor until
selling it to us once the
construction is complete. Bids
coming in are much higher than
expected, so hopefully we’ll find
a balance between what we need
and what we can afford. Look

for updates on our website.

Brent Vorhees, working tirel

on SU’s garden this summer

Brent Vorhees, who with his wife put in lots of hours. We plan to

do this again next year. If you have extra seeds, plants (we’ve had

requests to add asparagus, rhubarb and potatoes next year), or

time, please let us know you can help.

L
essly




Q & A ON OUR GRANT CUTS

We’ve received /ots of questions about the ending of our grant funding from the

State of Illinois.

Is Streator Unlimited going to close or are we going to lose our services?

* No. We are budgeted through the end of June.

OK, so you're going to shut down then?

* No. We will do as we always do: make our plans based on funding from the State of Illinois. Is it
possible that Illinois could make more devastating cuts? We hope not, but we'll have to wait and see.

Who lost their funding?

* A total of 32 consumers lost their funding. We sent letters to them and their families notifying them.
This includes consumers in the Workshop Program, who live in the apartments and get support from
us, and people who get representative payee services who don’t live in our group homes. No one’s
services will change at this time. We hope to continue these services forever, but if Illinois keeps cutting
us every year something’s going to have to give, and it won’t be services for which we still receive
funding;

Who didn't lose their funding?

¢ People who are in the Developmental Training Program and people who live at Ralph Plumb,
Fitzsimmons and Knox Estates. Their funding is unchanged.

What can we do to help?

* This was a decision made by our elected representatives. How will they know what’s important to the
people of Streator if you don’t let them know? Call your Governor Quinn (217) 782-0244,
Representative Mautino (815)664-2717, and Senator Dahl (815)782-3840. Lots of calls are the only
thing that will make a difference. The veto session began Tuesday11/16 and wraps up 11/24-- that will
be the last chance to restore the funding that was cut from Streator Unlimited consumers.

Will SU ever take new people in for services?

* Yes. We still have open admission on our community employment program, SUCCESS. We are at the
forefront of Customized Employment in Illinois and the rest of the country, which we know sounds
strange for a rural town like Streator

Self Advocacy/ 5 Minutes of Fame

Consumers attended the Speak Up Speak Out conference
for self advocates in Springfield and Eggs and Issues.
Lorri Melrose invited Representative Mautino for a tour
and he accepted. A number of consumers were featured
on the front page of the Times in the Five Minutes of
Fame. Others were featured in a series of articles in the

Times about the grant cuts




If the saying is true that you don’t really know who

your friends are until you’re down and out, SU and
the whole Streator Community learned that we have
a lot of friends when the tornado struck in June. It
was a close thing out at Knox Estates. The tornado
hit the nearby Engle Lane Theater, took out our
lovely line of pine trees, and shifted the roof of

Knox’s garage. Staff supporting residents through
What was once a row of trees lie littered along the road leading this catastrophe were true heroes. Just imagine being

to Knox Estates and Fitzsi s homses. . C
0 Rotose states and Luzsimmon s homes a person with a developmental disability: tornado

literally feet away in the night, smashing windows, and how much you need the support of your dedicated
staff at that time. Imagine people with walkers and wheelchairs walking over downed trees and other
hazards to get to transportation at Kimes School. And yet, for all of that, the feeling looking back is not

one of terror, but of profound gratitude.

As of this writing, we’re close to the last major repair—replacing the garage at Knox Estates, which,
ironically, was less expensive than replacing the roof and re-doing the mortar-work. Next year, we hope

to re-plant some of the lost trees.

Chotrds for Careers

The last Saturday in July saw our first-annual Chords for Careers
fundraiser. Consumers tie-dyed t-shirts which were sold at the
event and which proved incredibly popular. A special thanks to
Mark Piecha for all the hard work he put into making the event
happen.

Above:  Jobn, Julie and Andy enjoying the day at
Chords for Careers, Jean playing backup with the

“bunny-ears” fingers.

Left: the crew setting up before the event.




Annual Outcomes and Measurements

Consumer/family satisfaction with residential services came in at a strong 99%. Families commented on the
quality of care provided by our staff. Residents indicated they would like more community outings, which
have been reduced due to funding difficulties. Thirty-six people received residential services this year.

We noted in both residential and day program that more than half the people we serve are over 50 years of
age. This is partly due to the fact that young people have to go on a waiting list with 20,000 other people in
order to obtain funding for their services.

Day services saw available work levels hold steady this year. We continue to try to bring in more work because
it is a priotity for consumers. If you’ve got a lead on any potential jobs for the workshop, please contact Leesa
Schmink.

Consumers have had opportunities to do cleaning at both US Foods and Streator Dependable. These have
been great experiences.

Consumer satisfaction with workshop was 98%. The program served 31 people this year.

SUCCESS continues to participate in the Rural Illinois Customized Employment and Sustainability (RICES)
Project. Through this program we have had training from national-level experts in the field. This year,
Stephanie Harcharik has also taken a mentor role for nearby agencies Horizon and Friendship House while
they were participating in the project. Stephanie has also begun to participate in the transition process for high
school students interested in Customized Employment. Satisfaction for the 17 people who received services
was an excellent 99%.

We provided Home Based Support Services Facilitation for six families in the course of the year. Satisfaction
was 100%.

Satisfaction was 98% for the 44 consumers in Developmental Training this year.

We identified a need to have more people in the Streator Community see what we do. We’d like to give more
tours than ever before this year. Please encourage any groups to which you belong to schedule some time to

S€e us.

Other notes:

1. We've kept our website www.streatorunlimited.org updated throughout the year, finding more and
more people are keeping up to date on SU from there.

2. We’re now on Facebook. Become a fan today!

3. We've enjoyed a lot of support from all of you through the SU Foundation, including a trip to the
Lincoln Museum, zoos, a new Internet server for the classrooms, a shelter for the apartments (supplies
bought but yet to be built), parties, furniture, . Can you help us put it up if we schedule a date? Call
John Mallaney at SU.




